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MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 16, 2013

A NEWSLETTER FOR THE GRAND VALLEY
STATE UNIVERSITY COMMUNITY
Published by News & Information Services

Gift to Brooks College creates professorship
Some may consider civil discourse a lost art
in today’s world, but longtime Grand Valley
supporters Shelley Padnos and Carol Sarosik
want students to understand it and have the
skills to bring divergent views to the table with
respect.
The couple gave a gift to the Brooks College
of Interdisciplinary Studies to create the
Padnos/Sarosik Endowed Professorship of Civil
Discourse. Padnos chairs Grand Valley’s Board
of Trustees.
Anne Hiskes, dean of Brooks College, is leading
a search for the first professor. Duties will begin
in the winter semester with planning for a fall
2014 course; the professor can serve up to two
years.
Any tenured, tenure-track, affiliate or visiting
faculty member from any Grand Valley college
or department can apply; applications are due
by October 18.
The selected professor is expected to plan a
course for the fall semester and organize a
public symposium on civil discourse, among
other requirements.

Hiskes said Brooks College is the perfect home
for the professorship.
“Our faculty members are known for
connecting the classroom and the community,”
she said. “We have many service-learning
opportunities that integrate real-world
concerns. Interdisciplinarity, in its nature,
requires understanding and integrating
different perspectives.”
Hiskes added that over time, through curricular
development and faculty professional
development, this program will build
institutional capacity to strengthen Grand
Valley as a center of excellence in promoting
civil discourse.

Shelley Padnos, right, and Carol Sarosik gave a gift
to the Brooks College of Interdisciplinary Studies to
create an endowed professorship of civil discourse.

A kick-off event will be held November 20 to
introduce the first person to hold this position.

Bank and Trust; and Miriam Aukerman, staff
attorney, West Michigan Regional ACLU.

Hiskes worked with an advisory board of
faculty and staff members and community
members to create criteria for the
professorship. Community members are
George Heartwell, Grand Rapids mayor; Paul
Keep, executive editor for print, MLive Media
Group; Brent Slay, board member for Founders

Information about the professorship is online
at www.gvsu.edu/cois. Application materials
can be sent via email to brookscollege@gvsu.
edu. Questions can be directed to Hiskes at
hiskesa@gvsu.edu.

enrollment in health professions programs is up
nearly 23 percent at the graduate level.

Nancy Giardina, vice provost for Student
Success, said the new center is an extension
of the Allendale Campus center. The PCSASC
will provide tutoring services for the more than
5,800 students who take classes on the Pew
Grand Rapids Campus, she said.

Across Campus
Enrollment shows
largest first-year class
Grand Valley announced that a record number
of first-year students arrived on campus this
fall. This year’s number jumped to 4,124 firstyear students from last year’s record of 4,005.
Their academic scores are also higher. The
average high school GPA of this year’s class is
3.52 and the average ACT is 23.8.
The percentage of students of color is also a
record at 15.2 percent; there’s a record number
of international students, with 378 students
enrolled; and the number of out-of-state
students has been rising steadily and is now up
to 1,260, another record at Grand Valley.
Enrollment in science, technology, engineering,
math and health professions is also up
significantly. The number of undergraduates
in engineering is up nearly 16 percent, and

Credit hours are also the highest in university
history, due to Grand Valley having more fulltime and fewer part-time students. The total
number of students enrolled at Grand Valley
is 24,477, which keeps enrollment stable and
aligns with the university’s strategic plan for
budget stability.

New advising center
opens in Eberhard Center
The new Pew Campus Student Academic
Success Center is set to open in the Eberhard
Center on September 16.
Housed on the first floor, it assumes the space
vacated by the College of Education’s Student
Information and Services Center, now in the
DeVos Center, room 401C.

She added that faculty members from the
Padnos College of Engineering and Computing
will have office hours at the Eberhard Center
location. The Writing Center will also offer
instructional support services and hold Faculty/
Staff writing workshops there.

License plates feature
Pure Michigan design
More than 3,570 vehicles are sporting Laker
pride via a specially designed Michigan license
plate.
continues on page 2
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Across Campus
The programs will kick off at a reception for students and mentors on
September 23, 3:30-5 p.m. in the Kirkhof Center, room 2204. Faculty and
staff members who are interested in being a mentor can contact Bianca
Ortiz, Women’s Center graduate assistant, at ortizbia@gvsu.edu.

continued from page 1
Sporting a GV logo, used by
Laker athletic teams, a new
license plate costs $35, with $25
going to the Alumni Heritage
Scholarship. Grand Valley
license plates, now with the
Pure Michigan logo, can be
renewed for an extra $10, all of
that money goes to the scholarship fund.

Students, faculty celebrate
LGBTQ minor

For more than a dozen years the Secretary of State’s Office has offered
specialty license plates that help raise money for the state’s 15 public
universities and a number of causes and nonprofit organizations. Among
Michigan’s 15 public universities, Grand Valley ranks in the middle in
number of specialty license plates.
Visit www.michigan.gov/sos for more information.

Faculty, staff sought
for mentor programs
The Women’s Center is seeking faculty and staff members to participate
in three mentorship programs, designed to support students and connect
them to campus and the community.
• The Black Male Scholars program creates an environment where male
students can excel as leaders and achieve academic excellence.
• The Hermanos program fosters an environment where Latino men can
learn, develop and grow into young leaders.
• The Niara program helps women students of color connect with
professional women of color in order to build community and excel in
college.
Mentors will be required to attend one group meeting and one in-person
meeting each month, and communicate with their mentee two times
each month. Social activities and service learning opportunities will be
arranged throughout the year.
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Students, faculty and staff members remembered the past and celebrated
the new LGBTQ minor during a reception September 9 in the Kirkhof
Center.
Kathleen Underwood,
director of Women and
Gender Studies, said
talk about establishing
the minor began in
the 1990s when WGS
became an academic
department. She
credited Milt Ford,
first director of
Grand Valley’s LGBT
Resource Center and
professor of liberal
studies, with beginning
the conversation.

Photo by Amanda Pitts

Kathleen Underwood, director of Women and Gender
Studies, discusses the conversations that began the
minor during a celebration in the LGBT Resource
Center.

“Those of us who know
Milt know he would
say this has been a long
time coming to Grand Valley, and in other ways, he would say it came
quickly,” Underwood said.

The minor was approved by the Board of Trustees in April; it is housed
in WGS. Anne Hiskes, dean of the Brooks College of Interdisciplinary
Studies, said the minor embodies the liberal education mission of Grand
Valley by promoting critical thinking and innovative collaborations with
continues on page 3

GVFaces
Santiago Gayton
Fraternity and Sorority
Life Coordinator
As a member of Sigma Lambda Beta during
his undergraduate career at Grand Valley,
Santiago Gayton developed a passion for the
Greek community that has carried over into his
current role for Student Life.
Originally from Saginaw, Gayton graduated
from Grand Valley in 2006 with a bachelor’s
degree in political science. He earned a master’s
degree from the University of the Pacific in
educational administration and leadership with
an emphasis in student affairs in 2009.
Before returning to Grand Valley, Gayton
worked as a leadership development specialist
with the Greek community at Texas A&M,
helping to advise the inter-fraternity council.
“The Greek community is so unique because
these organizations exist to support students
throughout all aspects of their undergraduate
career,” said Gayton. “This is a common thread
that runs through all 30 organizations at Grand
Valley and something that makes my job so
worthwhile.”
In his current role, Gayton is responsible for

overseeing the Laker
Greek community,
interacting with all
30 organizations and
assisting specific
chapters when they
need support.
Gayton said looking
ahead, he is most
excited to add two
new organizations to
the Greek community Santiago Gayton
and make an effort for
Greek programming
to be intentionally inclusive for the rest of the
campus community.
“All 30 organizations on campus have grown to
be very values based through philanthropy and
service,” said Gayton. “Their effort to reach out
to the entire Grand Valley campus is an idea
that truly mirrors the image of the university as
a whole.”
In his spare time, Gayton said he enjoys
experiencing Grand Rapids by attending
festivals and other events. He is also a member
of Sigma Lambda Beta on a regional level and is
involved in the Men in Action group, working
with the Campus Violence Prevention Team.
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What’s Ahead
Flu vaccination
clinics scheduled
The Kirkhof College of Nursing’s GVSU Family
Health Center will host multiple flu vaccination
clinics through October 9.
Retirees, faculty and staff members and their
dependents can receive a vaccination at no cost.
Students with ID cards can have the cost of the
vaccination billed to their student accounts.
A complete schedule of clinic times and
campus locations is online at www.gvsu.edu/
healthwellness, click on “Upcoming Events.”

Hispanic Heritage Month
events run through
October

Center, room 1240.
• Rethinking Columbus: October 14, 6-8 p.m.,
Cook-DeWitt Center.
• The Distance Between Us: Domestic
Violence Within Immigrant Populations:
October 16, 7-8 p.m., DeVos Center, Loosemore
Auditorium.
For more information, contact the Office of
Multicultural Affairs at x12177 or visit www.
gvsu.edu/oma.

Alumni, students invited
to law school forum
Area attorneys and campus administrators will
serve on a panel to discuss law school and the
importance of diversity in the legal field during
an event at the Alumni House.

For the eighth year, Grand Valley will observe
Hispanic Heritage Month, celebrating
Hispanic-American history and culture from
September 15-October 16.

The Law and Diversity Forum is set for 6-9 p.m.
on Wednesday, September 18. Students and
alumni who are interested in attending law
school are encouraged to attend.

This year’s events showcase the diversity
within the Latino culture, which encompasses
many countries, cultures and experiences. All
events listed below are free and open to the
public.

The event is sponsored by the Division of
Inclusion and Equity, Department of Political
Science, Legal Studies and the Law Society.
Questions can be directed to the Political
Science department at x13457.

• Café con Leche Networking Reception:
Monday, September 16, 4-6 p.m., Kirkhof
Center, Pere Marquette Room.
• Guatemala’s Civil War & Trial of Rios
Montt: Tuesday, September 17, noon-1 p.m.,
Kirkhof Center, Pere Marquette Room.
• Latino Civil Rights Tour: September 23,
9 a.m., meet at Cook Library Center, 1100
Grandville Ave. SW, Grand Rapids.
• Peter Bratt, Filmmaker of La Mission:
October 2, 6:30–8 p.m., Kirkhof Center, Grand
River Room.
• Diversity Brown Bag Series “A Dream
Deferred”: October 9, noon-1 p.m., Kirkhof

ArtPrize kicks off
with band, dance
performances
The Laker Marching Band will perform
Wednesday, September 18, at 6:30 p.m., in
Rosa Parks Circle in Grand Rapids to celebrate
opening day of ArtPrize 2013. In addition, a
performance organized by dance professor
Carrie Morris will feature the first-year
members of the Grand Valley Dance Ensemble.
President Thomas J. Haas will direct the first
song, under the direction of John Martin. Then
the band, along with Louie the Laker, will
march through downtown and proceed across

President Thomas J. Haas conducts the Laker
Marching Band at the ArtPrize 2012 kickoff. This year’s
event is set for Wednesday.

the Blue Pedestrian Bridge to the Eberhard
Center where they will play again.
The Pew Grand Rapids Campus is again an
ArtPrize venue, this year hosting six exhibits,
including those by students at Grand Valleyauthorized charter schools.
The entry, “A Meditative Space,” which is a
collaborative effort of students and Norwood
Viviano, professor of art and design, and
Patricia Clark, professor and chair of writing,
will feature a reading of poems on September
20, from 6-7:30 p.m. in Eberhard Center, room
203.
For more information, call x 12563, or visit
www.gvsu.edu/artgallery.

Women’s Commission
fall reception set
The Women’s Commission will host its annual
Fall Welcome on Thursday, September 19,
beginning at noon in the Kirkhof Center, Pere
Marquette Room.
Marlene Kowalski-Braun, assistant vice provost
for Student Affairs, will be the keynote speaker.
She will also introduce new Women’s Center
Director Jessica Jenrich.
RSVP online at www.gvsu.edu/wcommission.

Across Campus
continued from page 2
campus departments like the Women’s Center
and LGBT Resource Center and community
partners.
For more about the courses included in the
minor, visit www.gvsu.edu/lgbtq.

Hundreds attend nursing
program information
session
About 200 students crowded into the CookDeWitt Center August 23 to learn more
about the Kirkhof College of Nursing during
a program information session for new and
potential nursing majors.
The KCON Office of Student Services has held

an orientation during Transitions for the last
five years. Cassonya Carter, senior academic
advisor, said it’s a good opportunity for new
students to meet the advising staff and some
faculty members.
Kristin Norton, director of the OSS, welcomed
students. Also giving presentations were
faculty members Elaine VanDoren and Nancy
Schoofs.
“It gives us a chance to diminish some of the
anxiety that students have about the nursing
program. They have heard so many stories
about the competitiveness of the program, this
is our opportunity to provide them with the
correct information,” Carter said.
“They also learn about tutoring centers,
advising hours and other resources.”

Photo by Amanda Pitts

The KCON Office of Student Services is pictured; standing,
from left, are Angela Caruso, Denise Gross, Cassonya
Carter and Kristin Norton; seated, from left, are Linda
Buck and Wanda Moerland.

Last year, KCON admitted 160 students into the
college. Part of the presentation included the
admissions and application processes.
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General Events
Mon., Sept. 16

1-3 p.m.: Flu Vaccination Clinic. 301 CHS.

Fri., Sept. 20

4 p.m.: LGBT Faculty/Staff Association
Welcome Back Event. Regency Room, DEV.
Email lgbtfsa@gvsu.edu to register.

2:30 p.m.: CLAS Faculty Research Colloquia.
308 PAD.

Noon and 1 p.m.: Health and Wellness hosts
Fieldhouse Tour. FH, front desk. Register
at www.gvsu.edu/seminar.

5:30 p.m.: Climbing Center hosts Intro to
Orienteering. 16 FH. Visit www.gvsu.edu/
seminar to register.

4 p.m.: Hispanic Heritage Month Event. Café
Con Leche Networking Reception. 2204
KC. Call x12177 for more information.

6 p.m.: Law and Diversity Forum. AH. Call
x13457 for more information.

8 p.m.: Fall Arts Celebration. “Music from La
Belle Époque: Chamber Music for Winds
from Turn-of-the-Century Paris.” LAT,
PAC. Visit www.gvsu.edu/fallarts for more
information.

Tues., Sept. 17
Noon: Hispanic Heritage Month Event.
“Guatemala’s Civil War & Trial of Rios
Montt,” by Andrew Schlewitz. 2204 KC.
Call x12177 for more information.
4-6 p.m.: Flu Vaccination Clinic. AH.

Wed., Sept. 18
10 a.m.-1:30 p.m.: GVSU Farmers Market.
Parking Lot H. Visit www.gvsu.edu/farmersmarket for more information.
Noon: Allendale Toastmasters. 2259 KC. Visit
www.gvsu.edu/toastmasters for more
information.

Sports
Fri., Sept. 20
3 p.m.: Women’s Tennis hosts Saginaw Valley
State University.

Thurs., Sept. 19

7 p.m.: Volleyball hosts Hillsdale College.

7:30 a.m.: Downtown Toastmasters. 107C DEV.
Visit www.gvsu.edu/toastmasters for more
information.

Sat., Sept. 21

11:30 a.m.: Alzheimer’s and Caregiver Support
Group. 2243 KC. Email sloops@gvsu.edu to
register.
Noon: Women’s Commission Fall Welcome
Reception. 2204 KC. Visit www.gvsu.edu/
wcommission to RSVP.
1 p.m.: Women’s Center Annual Art Reception.
1201 KC. Call x12478 for more information.
2 p.m.: Excellence Series: “Writing Emails
That Get Read,” by Kay Losey. 2215 KC.
Visit www.gvsu.edu/seminar to register.

10 a.m.: Women’s Tennis hosts Michigan Tech
University.
4 p.m.: Volleyball hosts Northwood University.
7 p.m.: Football hosts Tiffin University.

Sun., Sept. 22
10 a.m.: Women’s Tennis hosts Lake Superior
State University.
2 p.m.: Women’s Tennis hosts Davenport
University.

4 p.m.: Coffee and Conversation with Cyril
Lixenberg. 1121 PAC. Call x12563 for more
information.

Faculty and Staff Sketches
and the Emergence of Social Meaning:
Toward a Theory of Action Construal,” at the
biennial national conference of the Hellenic
Psychological Association in Greece.

textile works in the juried Surface Design
Association exhibition “Always Something…”
at the Vogt Visual Art Center in Tinley Park,
Illinois.

Curtis Dean Smith, professor of Chinese,
received the 13th Annual Outstanding
Alumni Award from National Taiwan Normal
University.

Stephen Rowe, professor of philosophy and
liberal studies, wrote an essay, “Rediscovering
Liberal Education in China,” published in
Soundings: An Interdisciplinary Journal.

John Kilbourne, professor of movement
science, gave a presentation, “Education in the
21st Century: Creating Activity Permissible
Classrooms to Help Students Excel,” at the NBS
Healthcare and Education Expo in Troy.

Seohee Chang, assistant professor of
Hospitality and Tourism Management, gave a
presentation, “Four Constructs and Consistent
Behavior Patterns in the Leisure and Tourism
Contexts,” at the TOSOK International Tourism
Conference.

Craig Benjamin, associate professor of history
in the Meijer Honors College, co-wrote a book,
Big History: Between Nothing and Everything,
published by McGraw Hill.

John Adamopoulos, professor of psychology,
gave a keynote address, “Sociocultural Context

Monica Johnstone, director of CLAS
communications and advancement, has two

In the News
Peter Riemersma, associate professor of
geology, and Steve Rybczynski, assistant
professor of biology, were interviewed by
WOOD-TV for a story about efforts to expand
outdoor education at Allendale’s K-8 campus
and Allendale Community Field Day.

Sketches

